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Increase  of  Candidates  for  the 
Ministry. 

There  is  no  subject  which  is  more  fundamental  in  the  life  of 
the  church  today  than  to  secure  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  cause  of  Foreign  Missions 
depends  upon  the  securing  of  candidates ;  and  equally  is  it  true 
that  Home  Missions  cannot  be  prosecuted  without  the  candi- 
dates who  shall  enter  into  the  ministry  and  do  the  work.  The 
great  cause  of  education  itself  depends  on  these  candidates  who 
in  turn  become  preachers,  teachers  in  our  schools,  colleges,  uni- 
versities, and  theological  seminaries.  Our  publication  interests 
cannot  be  prosecuted  without  them,  because  they  become  the 
ministers  who  produce  the  literature  of  the  church  out  of  its 
own  bosom  that  meets  the  needs  of  our  own  people.  So  that 
every  fundamental  interest  of  our  church  in  the  last  analysis 
hinges  upon  our  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  reason  why 
our  church  has  only  about  three  hundred  thousand  members  in 
an  area  embracing  thirty-three  millions  of  people,  with  a  wealth 
amounting  to  nearly  thirty  billions  is,  that  we  have  not  had  the 
ministers  who  could  do  the  aggressive  work  of  carrying  the 
Gospel  as  we  preach  and  believe  it  to  these  millions.  There  is 
nothing  in  our  system  of  doctrine  or  our  church  polity,  and 
certainly  there  is  nothing  in  the  equipment  of  our  preachers 
that  render  them  unable  to  reach  the  masses.  The  only  reason 
why  we  have  these  few  hundreds  of  thousands  of  members  is, 
that  we  have  not  had  the  preachers  to  send  to  those  who  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  Bread  of  Life  broken  to  them  by  our 
church  through  its  ministers.  So  there  can  be  no  interest 
which  is  more  far-reaching  and  profound  in  its  meaning  than 
the  increase  of  our  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  following 
tables  will  be  interesting  to  the  students  of  our  church  life  who 
may  look  upon  them  : 


1909-1913. 

1.  North  Carolina  ...  346 

2.  Texas   485 

3.  Mississippi 575 

4.  Louisiana 627 

5.  Arkansas    743 

6.  Georgia   784 

7.  Virginia    785 

8.  South  Carolina  ...  881 

9.  Tennessee   956 

10.  Alabama    967 

11.  Missouri    1,030 

12.  Oklahoma   1,074 

13.  Kentucky   1,294 

14.  Florida   2,840 


1904-1908. 

1.  Texas   549 

2.  North  Carolina 553 

3.  Tennessee   618 

4.  Missouri 792 

5.  Alabama 795 

6.  Virginia    796 

7.  Arkansas 899 

8.  Georgia   907 

9.  Louisiana 925 

10.  South  Carolina....  997 

11.  Mississippi    1,085 

12.  Florida  1,439 

13.  Kentucky   1,518 

Average  of  Church. . .      759  

Average  of  Church.  ...      651 

The  first  table  presents  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry  that  our  church  had  in  proportion  to  church  member- 
ship during  the  five-year  period  from  1904  to  1908,  in  which 
the  general  average  of  the  church  was  one  candidate  to  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  members. 

The  second  table  will  show  the  number  of  candidates  pro- 
duced in  proportion  to  the  church  membership  during  the  five- 
year  period  of  1909  to  1913,  in  which  the  general  average  of 
the  church  was  six  hundred  and  fifty-one.  The  black  line  in 
the  table  will  show  the  Synods  above  it  who  were  above  the 
general  average  of  the  church,  and  the  Synods  beneath  who 
were  below  the  general  average  of  the  church. 

An  examination  of  this  table  suggests  many  reflections.  We 
note  the  following : 

1st.  It  might  be  thought  that  it  was  the  country  churches 
that  developed  the  candidates  for  the  ministry,  especially  as  the 
banner  Synod  of  North  Carolina  has  so  many  strong  and  effec- 
tive churches  located  in  the  country;  and,  in  fact,  Dr.  F.  Y. 
Pressley,  the  distinguished  president  of  the  Erskine  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  of  our  brethren  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  has  published  a  very  interesting  article   in 


which  he  maintains  that  the  decline  of  the  country  church  is 
responsible  for  the  decline  in  the  candidates  for  the  ministry. 
But  this  opinion  will  need  some  qualification,  since,  for  exam- 
ple, in  the  great  Presbytery  of  Lexington,  which  is  our  strong- 
est Presbytery  and  abounds  in  powerful  and  successful  and 
efficient  country  churches,  the  table  which  is  given  now  will 
show  that  these  country  churches  in  neither  of  the  periods 
developed  numerous  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  that  there 
has  been  a  notable  decline  in  the  number  of  candidates  in  pro- 
portion to  the  membership  as  represented  by  this  great  Presby- 
tery; so  that  the  opinion  that  the  delay  of  the  country  churches 
are  responsible  for  our  lack  of  ministers  is  one  which  is  open 
to  question  and  to  criticism : 

Lexington  Presbytery. 

1904-1908.  1909-1913. 

807  953 

2d.  It  might  be  gathered  from  this  table,  especially  as  a 
result  of  the  study  of  the  Synod  of  Texas,  which  comes  next 
in  the  production  of  candidates,  that  strong  town  and  city 
churches  were  most  successful  in  developing  candidates  for  the 
ministry.  But  this  opinion  would  need  qualification,  because 
the  two  Synods  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  for  example,  have 
many  strong  town  and  city  churches,  but  are  down  near  the 
bottom  of  the  list  in  the  number  of  candidates  produced  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  and  few  Synods  are  furnishing  much 
encouragement  to  those  who  are  looking  for  a  large  increase  in 
the  number  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  produced  by 
churches  located  in  the  industrial  centers,  with  strong  finances 
and  commercial  backing. 

3d.  It  might  be  thought  that  the  homes  of  our  people  might 
be  responsible  by  their  consecration  or  their  lack  of  consecra- 
tion, for  the  development  or  the  failure  to  produce  candidates. 
But  certainly  there  is  no  superior  consecration  in  the  homes  of 
the  great  Synod  of  North  Carolina  as  compared  with  those  in 
the  equally  great  Synod  of  Virginia,  whereas,  the  number  of 
candidates  produced  in  North  Carolina  is  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent,  larger  in  proportion  of  church  membership  than  that 
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produced  in  the  Synod  of  Virginia.  So  that  we  shall  have  to 
look  somewhat  further  than  any  of  these  reasons  to  find  expla- 
nations which  will  satisfy  the  facts  which  these  figures  present. 

4th.  It  may  be  that  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  cause 
of  education,  under  church  auspices,  has  something  to  do  with 
the  candidates  for  the  ministry.  Especially  is  this  conclusion 
strengthened  as  we  study  the  three  leading  Synods :  first,  in 
North  Carolina,  we  see  they  have  the  influential  and  largely 
attended  Davidson  College  and  it  would  be  hard  to  estimate 
how  far-reaching  its  influence  must  be  throughout  the  entire 
Synod  in  the  homes  and  in  the  church  and  over  the  ministers 
and  officers  of  our  denomination ;  and,  second,  in  the  Synod  of 
Texas  the  interest  in  education  as  conducted  by  our  church  is, 
perhaps,  larger  than  any  other  Synod  of  our  church;  Austin 
College  at  Sherman,  Daniel  Baker  at  Brownwood,  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Austin,  the  Female  College  at  Milford,  and 
other  secondary  schools,  all  of  them  commanding  the  interest 
of  the  Synod  and  having  been  presented  from  one  end  of  its 
bounds  to  the  other  during  recent  years.  So  it  seems  likely 
that  this  fact  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  large  number 
of  candidates.  Third,  Mississippi,  while  having  no  college  or 
university  within  its  bounds  connected  with  our  church,  yet  it 
has  large  educational  interests  which  it  has  been  prosecuting 
for  a  long  term  of  years,  and  has  an  unusual  number  of  schools, 
both  for  male  and  female,  under  church  control ;  and  the  mat- 
ter of  education  is,  therefore,  one  that  must  be  considered  at 
every  meeting  of  Presbytery  and  Synod,  commanding  the  most 
intense  interest  of  ministers,  officers,  and  the  people.  On  the 
other  Synods,  many  of  which  have  institutions,  called  Presby- 
terian, located  within  their  bounds,  are  perhaps  not  so  marked 
in  their  interest  in  this  cause  as  are  these  three  Synods  that 
constitute  the  banner  Synods  of  our  church  in  the  production 
of  candidates  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 

Many  suggestions  may  be  made  as  to  modes  of  meeting  the 
issue  which  is  before  the  church  : 

1st.  The  maintenance  and  larger  support  of  our  denomina- 
tional schools  is  imperative.  Our  church  for  various  reasons 
has  never  been  aroused  upon  this  matter.     Indifference,  skepti- 


cism  as  to  the  function  of  the  church  in  the  field  of  education, 
and  other  causes  have  combined  to  make  the  whole  church, 
comparatively  speaking,  lukewarm  in  its  support  of  our 
schools ;  and  there  is  need  of  a  campaign  which  shall  arouse  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  entire  church  in  this  matter.  There  are 
some  hopeful  signs,  but  there  is  yet  a  painful  degree  of  lethargy 
and  indifference  which  must  be  shaken  off  before  the  largest 
results  can  be  secured. 

2d.  There  ought  to  be  a  concerted  effort  by  which  the  call  to 
the  ministry  could  be  presented,  by  some  brethren  who  are 
equipped  for  this  work,  in  the  State  universities,  the  technologi- 
cal schools,  and  in  the  institutions  of  learning  of  every  grade 
and  kind.  There  are  thousands  of  Presbyterian  students  in  the 
South  in  these  institutions  which  are  not  under  denominational 
control,  and  who  are  not  reached  by  any  presentation  of  the 
claims  of  the  ministry,  and  many  of  whom  doubtless  could  be 
reached  if  an  earnest  exposition  of  this  great  matter  were  ably 
presented  by  someone  who  has  been  prepared  and  equipped 
especially  for  this  work. 

3d.  Our  pastors  must  in  larger  degree  than  ever  in  the  past 
recognize  that  they  are  the  key  men  here.  I  think  there  can  be 
found  no  pastor  anywhere,  who,  if  he  preaches  and  prays  and 
talks  on  this  subject,  fails  to  enlist  in  his  congregation  young 
men  who  are  called  by  the  Spirit  of  God  for  this  service ;  and 
any  minister  might  well  regard  his  ministry  as  barren  in  one  of 
its  most  important  fields  if  the  church  of  which  he  is  pastor 
fails  to  develop  consecrated  and  gifted  young  men  who  offer 
themselves  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  this  most 
blessed  form  of  service  for  Him. 

4th.  It  can  never  be  said  too  often  that  prayer  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  for  an  increase  of  laborers  is  necessary 
and  indispensable ;  and  if  the  whole  church  were  only  engaged 
in  this  earnest  intercession  for  an  increase  of  laborers,  doubt- 
less the  prayer  would  be  heard.  And  there  must  be  added  to 
this  always  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  giving 
this  call  to  the  ministry  should  never  be  forgotten,  but  as  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  unsaved,  the  Sovereign  Spirit  is 
pleased  to  use  the  prayers   and  words   and  the  example  of 
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others ;  so,  also,  the  minister  and  the  godly  parent  ought  never 
to  forget  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  well  in  His  sovereignty 
decide  to  use  them  as  the  means  of  bringing  the  youth  in  the 
home  and  in  the  church  and  in  the  school  to  the  careful  con- 
sideration to  his  duty  in  this  matter  as  to  the  way  in  which  he 
shall  use  his  life  in  the  service  of  Christ,  and  to  present  himself 
to  his  Lord,  with  the  earnest  request,  "What  wilt  thou  have 
me  to  do  ?"  and  thus  be  prepared  to  hear  the  call  that  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  may  give. 


•* 


